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insulted the nation. Soon a squalid crowd, rain-drenched
and muddy, forced its way not only into the galleries
but even into the body of the hall, where they occupied
the benches of the members. As they said they were
starving, Mounier was weak enough to order bread to
be given to them. Drink of every kind was also freely
distributed. A scene of drunken disorder followed,
disgusting to all but those who were delighted with
anything which might bring the Assembly into contempt.
Some of the noble members of the Right even encouraged
the indecent behaviour of the women. Barrel Mirabeau
was seen toying and laughing with those among them
who were least repulsive in appearance.

In the evening, after the arrival of Lafayette and
his National Guards, Mirabeau proposed that the
Assembly should adjourn. This has been looked upon
as a proof that he was an accomplice in a plot against
the safety, or at all events the liberty, of the royal
family; but, if Lafayette and his armed thousands
could not or would not protect them, what could be
done by the weary and distracted deputies howled at by
the mob in the galleries and crowded from their benches
by drunken prostitutes'? Mirabeau, their dear little
mother Mirabeau, had been cheered by this rabble,
even when he had called them to order and protested
against their presence, but he may well have thought
that the Assembly had submitted long enough to such
humiliation.

Early on the morning of the 6th Mirabeau was in
the Assembly, when a message came from the king
inviting the representatives of his people to the palace.
He had already promised Lafayette and the crowd that